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Introduce the Topic
Category
Cryptocurrency
Block chain
Initial coin offerings (ICOs)
Article Title
An SEC commissioner’s plan to make ICOs legal again
Background Information
The SEC is the securities and exchange commission, which is the part of the US government that regulates the US stock exchanges.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Initial Coin Offerings are the cryptocurrency equivalent of Initial Public Offerings (IPO) on the stock exchanges (when a company goes from private ownership, to public ownership with shares). The US government has been very negative towards ICOs and has tried to stifle innovation at every possible move.  
Coinbase is one of the primary websites that people use to buy and sell electronic cryptocurrencies.
Blockchain is a type of software that is used to run cryptocurrencies on the internet. It involves sharing data in a Peer-to-Peer network, like BitTorrent. Blockchain networks are known as “de-centralized”, because there is no single server that is in charge of the data.
Article Link (URL)
https://fortune.com/2020/02/06/ico-sec-cryptocurrency-proposal-investing/
https://www.coinbase.com/price/bitcoin
I am going to read this part of the article
(Whole article)
Video (Optional. 3 min max)
What should the audience look for as they watch this video?
The “expert” is right that there have been many ICO scams over the last few years. Knowing which project is a legitimate company, vs. which project is a dude in his basement, is very difficult.
Summary
I think the most important part of this article is…
Cryptocurrencies have become a very popular way of moving money over the last 10 years. We have seen banks finally move into the cryptocurrency sphere by launching their own blockchain systems and launching their own cryptocurrency systems to try and legitimize the cryptocurrency market. The primary cryptocurrencies that are traded (somewhat) legitimately these days are Bitcoin, Ethereum, Ripple XRP and Bitcoin cash.
Choose at least 3 of these prompts, and write at least 3 sentences each:
I want the class to be aware that…
Cryptocurrencies have been the wild-wild-west of digital money over the last 10 years. Trying to treat these coins as investments has proven to be dangerous. Investing in digital coins has been more like high-stakes gambling than actual investing.
Another company / group that is involved is…
Facebook has tried to launch a digital currency project called Libra. I believe the purpose of it is like the model of Ripple XRP, which is designed for transporting money overseas from country to country. Facebook could provide people a service for moving money to their family members overseas. This could be useful for people who have immigrated to western rich countries such as Canada, America and the United Kingdom and are supporting their family in poorer countries. 
I am concerned that…
The US government doesn’t understand cryptocurrencies whatsoever. It seems that the US government is being dragged kicking and screaming into the cryptocurrency realm, because their attempts to squash it (by making it illegal) have not proved effective. It makes sense for the US government to allow legitimate uses of cryptocurrencies so that regular people who would like to use/invest in them have a way to do so legally.
